Chemotherapy by fotemustine in cerebral metastases of disseminated malignant melanoma.
A total of 42 patients with cerebral metastases of malignant melanoma were included in this study of the nitrosourea fotemustine. The treatment plan consisted of a l-h i.v. infusion of 100 mg/m2 fotemustine every week for 3-4 weeks, followed by a 4- to 5-week rest period. Responding or stabilised patients then received 100 mg/m2 fotemustine every 3 weeks. Among the 39 evaluable patients, 2 complete responses and 9 partial responses were documented, leading to an overall response rate of 28.2%. Most of the responses were obtained in previously untreated patients and/or those presenting with a single cerebral metastasis. Toxicity was mild and mainly hematological, especially in patients previously treated by polychemotherapeutic regimen. Our study confirms the activity of fotemustine in cerebral metastases of disseminated malignant melanoma.